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News
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I’ve been HOA President for about five months, and our neighborhood has been peaceful, which
is as it should be. Not that we all haven’t had our troubles, ranging from COVID to economic
disruption, to a very recent horrific shooting, but the HOA can’t make any of that go away.

So I’ll take my space here to update you about Covenant compliance. Plot spoiler: It’s good!

When I became President I reviewed two years’ of emails to the Board, looking for anything 
Covenant related. I identified only 22 complaints, which is not even a dozen a year. Nearly all of 
them were resolved as soon as the homeowner or renter was reminded of what the Covenants 
stated. That is, the violations were accidental.

Much of the problem is that the Covenants as written are very difficult to read. The same
subject–signs, for example–is covered in multiple places, and huge paragraphs cover a multitude 
of issues, such as one of over 300 words that covers seven distinct topics (tanks, refrigeration, 
RVs, trash cans, and more). I don’t blame anyone for not finding what they’re looking for.

This difficulty is one reason why the Board and its Governing Documents Committee spent 
several years trying to rewrite the Covenants, but there’s a much easier solution: Without 
changing the Covenants, we broke out each sentence into its own paragraph, numbered the 
sentences, and then rearranged them by topic. So there’s a section about signs, one about
landscaping, one about businesses, and so on. We call this new document the Covenants 
Guide, and it’s on the website (gunbarrelgreen.com) in the Governing Documents section. 
Please look there if you’re wondering about whether the Covenants cover something you’re 
thinking of doing.

We’ve also streamlined the Covenant enforcement process. The Covenant Committee now 
really does only two things:

•	Communicate with the homeowner about violations in a way that’s gentle and 
conflict free, and

•	Keep records of complaints and how they were resolved

Anything that isn’t easily resolved comes to the Board. My guess is that this will happen only 
one or two times a year, which isn’t too much for the Board to deal with. So far in 2021, there 
have been four complaints, and they were all resolved right away. None came to the Board.

That said, if you do see something that you think is a Covenant violation, and it doesn’t quickly 
resolve itself, let us know by sending an email to gunbarrelgreen@gmail.com.

Thanks for your time and stay well!
—Marc Rochkind

NOT RECEIVING EMAILS FROM THE HOA?
Your HOA Board would like to keep you up-to-date and informed about the latest
HOA activities, including Board Meetings, community happenings, and other 
important information. If you have not been receiving our emails, we do not have 
an email address on file for you and would very much appreciate it if you would be 
willing to provide this information. You may join the HOA email list by signing up at 
gunbarrelgreen.com/email. Please be assured that we will only use your email to 
communicate information about the HOA.
—Melissa Haapala

BOARD AND
ANNUAL MEETINGS

The Board meets the first Thursday of 
each month at 7 PM on Zoom. The URL 
and other ways to connect are posted 
on the website, gunbarrelgreen.com. 
The Annual Meeting date and time 
are set for October 5, 2021 at 7 PM, 
and as the date approaches, we’ll 
announce whether it will be held live 
or via Zoom.

If you have anything you’d like to bring 
to the attention to the Board, or any 
questions to ask, a Board Meeting is a 
great place to do it, as we allow lots of 
time for members to participate.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

If you are interested in becoming more 
involved in our community, we have 
many volunteer opportunities available
and can work with your schedule and 
time constraints. Some opportunities 
include (but are not limited to): plan-
ning community activities; preparing 
the directory; and producing the
newsletter. We’d love to hear from you!
—Melissa Haapala
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If you have questions, ideas or suggestions 
for the HOA, please contact us at 
gunbarrelgreen@gmail.com or leave a 
message at 720-443-3471. 

If you have questions about your dues or
about other matters for the treasurer, please 
contact gbgtreasurer1@gmail.com.

HOA Board of Directors
President – Marc Rochkind
Vice President – Pam Anderson
Secretary – Sandi Misura
Treasurer – Tarek Sammakia
Director – Melissa Haapala

GUNBARREL GREEN HOA COMMITTEE REPORTS
ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Architectural Committee has a new member, Pam Anderson. Pam is replacing Roy 
Hyatt, who recently resigned from the Committee. Roy has a long history with this 
committee and was chair at one time. He will be missed! Pam is a new member of the 
Board of Directors and lives on Indian Peaks Trail. We welcome Pam to the Architectural 
Committee and appreciate her volunteering. Will be great to work with her!

The Architectural Committee is processing fewer requests right now which is typical for 
this time of year. We did have some increase in approval requests last year which we can 
attribute to more people staying home and getting those home projects completed.

The latest requests have been for exterior door and window approvals. If you are thinking
of replacing exterior doors or windows, just a reminder that you will need a Boulder 
County Building Permit as well as HOA approval. It’s a pretty easy process. Usually your 
contractor will apply for the Boulder County permit.

It’s wonderful to see so many of you investing in your homes! FYI: We do have nine lots 
that are exempt from our covenants. This is something that was done when the sub-
division was started and the lots were first sold. During the development process, there 
were covenant variances (such as front setbacks) that were granted by the developer 
due to lot shape and size.

We certainly do have a very desirable community, and it’s the Architectural Committee’s 
mission to keep it that way.
—Sandi Misura

SAFETY COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Drainage Project—This is a heads-up that a crew from Boulder County Public Works will 
be in our neighborhood conducting a site survey in the coming months. Exact date and 
coverage area will be provided via future email update. This is being done as part of the 
initial planning phase of a drainage improvement project at the corner of Idylwild and 
Carter Trail (also known as “the swamp”). Stay tuned for more details about this project. 

Sheds, Garages, and Cars—Lock them up! Over the last year, there has been an uptick 
in garage, shed, and car break-ins. Keep your sheds and cars locked, and the garage door 
closed when not in use. Warmer weather brings out the gardening tools and bicycles, 
most of which are easy pickin’s for a “drive-by” thief. Be sure to keep them close by or 
locked up when not in use.

continued

GINA HYATT RETIRES 
FROM THE BOARD

At the January Board Meeting we thanked 
Gina Hyatt for her many years volunteering 
for the Gunbarrel Green HOA. Gina wore 
many hats (Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, 
Covenant Committee Chair, among many 
others) and we will miss her! The Board 
presented Gina with an engraved glass plate 
recognizing her 40+ years of service. Cynthia 
Arey (HOA Past President) spoke about Gina 
and presented her with a commemorative 
plaque from Gunbarrel Green friends and 
neighbors. Gina has been the central core of 
the HOA for many, many years and we wish 
her and her husband Roy happy times ahead.
—Marc Rochkind and Sandi Misura

INTRODUCING NEW BOARD MEMBER 
MELISSA HAAPALA

Hi neighbors! My name is Melissa Haapala and I am honored to serve as your newest 
Board member. I moved to Gunbarrel Green with my husband, three boys, two dogs, and 
a cat in June 2013. We are all very glad to be part of this terrific community. 

I am a graduate of Boulder High School and the University of Colorado. I also attended 
law school at University of Denver. After graduating, I worked at several local law firms 
as a patent attorney and then worked as in-house counsel at the Broomfield campus of 
Sun Microsystems and the Boulder campus of Ricoh. I was then fortunate to be selected 
as an administrative patent judge for the US Patent and Trademark Office at the Denver 
Regional office. 

It is important to me that the HOA Board listens to the diverse views from all home 
owners and that we communicate effectively and transparently with all members. It is 
also important to me personally to continue to build and foster a sense of community. 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any suggestions or concerns. I very much 
look forward to hearing from you and meeting more of my neighbors!
—Melissa Haapala
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SAFETY COMMITTEE
Speeding in Our Neighborhood—When driving through our 
neighborhood, please be aware that there are many children, 
walkers, joggers, and cyclists using the roads. THE SPEED LIMIT 
IS 20 MPH IN MOST AREAS. Parents, please remind your teenage 
drivers of our speed limit. 

Parking—Boulder Rural Fire Department asks that we try to park 
on one side of the street so they have access in case of a fire or 
medical emergency. If you are having a party, please instruct your 
guests to park on the same side of the street rather than on each 
side of the street, which reduces the street to one narrow lane. If 
you are having contract work done, please ask the workers to park 
in your driveway or as close to one side of the street as possible.

Road Maintenance—Just want to remind folks that the roads in 
our neighborhood are owned and maintained by Boulder County. 
The HOA has no jurisdiction—we cannot add or change stop signs, 
speed bumps, or any other signage on the roads. We can make 
(and we have made) requests to the County to address trouble 
spots. Concerned residents can also reach out to the County 
to report any maintenance or safety issues with our streets— 
sometimes the squeakiest wheel gets the most grease. Boulder 
County Road Maintenance may be reached at 303-441-3962.

Feel free to reach out to me (pam-anderson@comcast.net) with 
any neighborhood issues you’d like to bring to our attention. 
Stay safe everyone!
—Pam Anderson

TREASURER’S UPDATE
Dues statements for 2021 have been sent out and to-date 220 
homeowners have responded and paid their dues, thank you! 
Of those, 51 used Zego, our online dues payment method, a link 
to which can be found on the HOA website, gunbarrelgreen.com. 
This is convenient and free, and is a lot less work for the treasurer 
as funds are deposited in the HOA’s bank account automatically 
without the need for a trip to the bank. Payments are also tracked, 
so there’s a record of the payment. As in years past, a reminder will 
be sent in June to homeowners that have not yet paid their dues. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the treasurer 
at gbgtreasurer1@gmail.com. This address can also be found on 
the HOA website mentioned above.
—Tarek Sammakia

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Perhaps, you would like to help the HOA improve our 
neighborhood! We will welcome your ideas and your
assistance. Please contact the HOA Board at 720-443-3471 or 
gunbarrelgreen@gmail.com or postal mail it to Gunbarrel 
Green HOA, PO Box 11217, Boulder CO 80301 with your 
suggestions. 

TEN THINGS YOU DIDN’T KNOW 
WERE ON THE

GUNBARREL GREEN HOA WEBSITE
You can find these and more at gunbarrelgreen.com:

1. The date, time, and Zoom URL of the next Board Meeting.

2.  Our Covenants re-ordered by subject (e.g., “Animals,” “Land- 
 scanping, “Signs”), so you can easily find the Covenant you’re  
 looking for.

3.  An Architectural Committee Review Form, for new roofs,   
 fences, and more-major improvements.

4.  Video recordings of Board and Annual Meetings.

5.  A link you can use to pay dues online, including a way to set up  
 recurring payments so your payments are automated.

6.  A detailed history of our subdivision, including such favorites  
 as “How Gunbarrel Got Its Name” and “The Archway Collision.”

7.  A form you can use to become an HOA volunteer. Did you   
 know that some of the most enjoyable and prestigious 
 positions are available? Generous benefits, mostly consisting  
 of lavish praise from the Board and your neighbors.

8.  Minutes of Annual Meetings, going all the way back to 2012.  
 Board Meeting Minutes, too.

9.  A Traffic Committee Report from 2018 that explains in detail  
 why there’s no traffic light at Idylwild and Lookout.

10.  Surprising information about the 225 ghost houses that used  
 to be on what is now the golf course. (This was there when we  
 last checked on April 1, but may have since been removed.)
—Marc Rochkind

Committee Reports Continued

SEASONAL REMINDERS
DOGS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD –
While out on a walk, many people are prepared and pick up their pet’s 
solid waste. Unfortunately, some do not and some have even picked it up 
and then left the plastic bag on other people’s property. Homeowners do 
not take kindly to pet waste or urine on their lawns, flowers, lamp posts, 
etc. Please be considerate of your neighbors. 
Barking Dogs – Warmer weather tends to increase complaints about 
barking dogs. Please do not let your dog(s) continually bark. If you are 
disturbed by barking dogs, please contact Boulder County Animal Control 
at 303-441-4444. They will give you information on how the problem may 
be resolved. 

BUILDING PROJECTS – ADDITIONS – 
ROOFING – SHEDS – OUT BUILDINGS – 
FENCES – PATIOS – ETC.
If you are planning any remodeling, please 
contact the HOA Architectural Committee 
Chair, Sandi Misura at gunbarrelgreen@ 
gmail.com. The Architectural Committee will 
review your plans and be sure they are in 
compliance with the HOA Covenants. Getting 
approval in advance of a project will save you 
time and money.
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PANDEMIC PANTRY: 
FLOUR, WATER, AND SALT

The pandemic left folks at home, many with some extra free time on their hands and flour in 
their pantry. Some decided to take up sourdough bread baking, including your treasurer, who 
had tried his hand at baking sourdough in the past only to find that it can be fickle, even in the 
best of times. One year later, the taming of the shrew little organisms that make up the starter 

that makes up sourdough is well underway. This is to say that your humble 
treasurer now finds his success at sourdough bread baking (see photos) 
outnumbering his failures, which were numerous. If you’re a glutton for 
gluten and are interested in learning from his mistakes and trying your hand 
at sourdough baking, please send an email to tsammakia@gmail.com. 
He will deliver to you starter, a recipe, and advice, if you want it, that is 
worth its weight in bread, bread that is light and airy with an open crumb 
and a crispy crust (usually). You provide the flour, water, salt, and patience—
those are all the ingredients you need in addition to the starter—and follow 
the process. In all seriousness, I’d be happy to help anyone who is interested 
in learning how to bake sourdough bread. It’s an almost meditative process 
with a delicious end result.
—Tarek Sammakia
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